
Classroom Expectations

Determine Your Expectations
1. Think about the behaviors and attitudes that you want to see from your students this year whether you

are face-to-face in your classroom or they are learning from home.

As �’m �e��h��� vi����l�� pa��-ti�� �h�� �e�r, I’m �o�r��� a���t �e���n� �y ��ud���s ���ag�� ��d �o��s�� �ur���
re���� in��r����on.  I’d �i�� t��� to �� �� a p���� w�e�� t��� ca� ��c�� o�c� �� a�� �n�i�� t��e�h��.  It �o��d ��
he��f�� ��o �f ���y a�� �� ti�� ��d ��ep����.  I k�o� w� ��e ���n� �o h��� �o �n���e d�ff��e�t�� wi�� ��c� o�h��
t�i� y���.  I wa�� t��� t� �e ��l� �o �� �n ��al� �r���o�� g��u�s ��� b� �i�d �� �a�h ����r a�� b� ���e t�
in����n�e�t�� wo�� s���� I ca�’t �e �� �ve�� b����o�t ��o� �t ��� sa�� ��me.  I al�� ��n� �he� �� b� i���r���iv�
du���g �u� ��r�� �ro�� ��s��uc���� to� - bu� �h�� ��s �o ���k �iff���n� i� Z��m.  I al�� ��n� �o t��� t� ��em �� ��
sa�� - bo�� p��si���l� ��d e����on���y ��il� �� a�� t��e�h�� �� o�r ���tu�� �l���ro�� ��d �u��n� �h�i� �w� ���s a�
s��o�l.  I’m �o��g �� �av� �� �al�  �� t��� ab��� u��n� �h�i� ��s�� �t ��ho��, s�a��n� 6 fe�� ��ay ���m �a�� �t���,
an� ��w �� a�� b�i���n� �c�e��l�� �an� ��s���g i��� �ur ��h����e.

2. Write down words and phrases that are connected to your desired classroom behaviors and attitudes.
(Note: Identify words or phrases that are positively stated.  It is better to focus on what you want
students to do rather than not do.)

Pre����d Res���s���e He�l��y
Kin� En�a��d

Res���t��� Pos����e Saf�

3. Prioritize and narrow your list down to the 3-5 that are the most important to you.  List them here.

Res���t���
Res���s���e

Saf�

4. Verify that your expectations meet the criteria.

Y N     Have you identified 5 or less expectations?
Y N     Are all of the expectations positively stated
Y N     Are they short?  One or two words each?
Y N     Do they apply for both in-school and virtual learning environments?

If you answered yes to all of these, move onto developing your teaching matrix.  If not,
modify your expectations to meet the criteria.



Teaching Matrix
1. Identify the locations you have in your building and/or the routines you have in your classroom.  List

those across the top of the matrix.
2. List your expectations in the far left column.
3. For each corresponding pair (expectation x location), identify the specific behaviors that you want to

teach your students.  The behaviors listed should be 1-2 of the most important ones for that expectation
by location pair and should be:

○ Observable - I can see it
○ Measurable - I can count it
○ Positively stated - I tell students what TO do
○ Understandable - Age and grade appropriate
○ Applicable - Able to be consistently enforced

Use this teaching matrix to identify the specific rules or desired behaviors for multiple locations
throughout the school.

Schoolwide Matrix

LOCATIONS

Cla��r��� Hal���y Res����m

E
X
P
E
C
T
A
T
I
O
N
S

Res���t��� Be �n ���e

Fol��� d��e�t����

Ra�s� �o�� h���

Use ���e� v���e

Fol��� d��e�t����

Res���t ��� p�i��c�
of ����r�

Res���s���e Be p����re�

Rec��l�

Go d����t�� w�e�� y�u
ne�� �� go

Do y��� �us����s
an� ���ve

Ke�p ���t�o�� c��a�

Saf� Han�� �n� ��et �� ��l� Wal�

Sta� �� t�� �ig�� s���
of ��� h���

Was� ��n��



Use this teaching matrix to identify the specific rules or desired behaviors for routines within your
classroom.

Classroom Matrix

Setting ➔
Classroom Rules

Classroom Routines

School-wide
Expectation ↓ Wel���� Gro�� ���k Tra���t�o��

Res���t���

Be �n ���e

Use ���d ���d�

Ra�s� �o�� h���

Gre�� �h� �e��h��
an� �l���m��e�

Tal� �� s�� �o���

Lis��� t� �o�� p�e��

Tak� ���n� �pe����g

Cle�� �� yo�� ��e�

Res���s���e
Be p����re�

Rec��l�

Tur� �� h��e��r�

Put ����ri��� �n �o��
de��

Com���t� ��e
be��r����r

Do y��� �ha�� �� t�e
wo��

Man��� �im�
ca����l��

As� �or ���p ���n
yo�� �r�u� �� s���k

Lis��� f�� �ir����on�
fo� �h� ���t a���v���

Sta�� �n� ��s� i�
yo�� �h�i�

Saf�

Han�� �n� ��et ��
se��

Wal� �h�o��h�u� �h�
c�a�s����

We�r ��u� m��� �n�i�
yo� ��� to ���� de��

Wal� �� y�u� �r���

Res���t ���so���
s�a��

We�r ��u� m���

Eye� �� t�� �e�c���

Wa�t �� �e r���a��d

Use ���d ���it����
e�c� ��me ��
t�a�s���o�


